
Maximizing Your Smartphone’s Potential with the physical keyboard: A Guide for
the Physical Keyboard with the screen reader, Benefits, Issues, Setup, Types and
Tips.

Description

Smartphones have become an essential part of our daily lives, but for individuals with visual
impairments, using a touchscreen keyboard can be challenging. In such cases, using a physical
keyboard with a screen reader can offer several benefits. This article discusses the benefits of using a
physical keyboard with a phone’s screen reader, the issues to consider, and the process of using an
external keyboard with a smartphone. Additionally, we will also discuss the types of external keyboards
available in the market.

Benefits of Using a Physical Keyboard with Screen Readers:

1. Improved Typing Speed and Accuracy: Typing on a physical keyboard is faster and more
accurate than on a touchscreen keyboard. The tactile feedback provided by physical keys helps
ensure that each keystroke is registered, reducing the chances of making errors.

2. Better Ergonomics: Using a physical keyboard is more comfortable and less strenuous on the
hands and wrists compared to typing on a touchscreen keyboard. This can be particularly
beneficial for those who need to type for extended periods.

3. Enhanced Navigation: A physical keyboard offers additional navigation options that are not
available with a touchscreen keyboard. You can use keyboard shortcuts to move through the
text, skip to specific sections, and perform other tasks quickly.

4. Reduced Screen Clutter: Using a physical keyboard means that you do not need to have the on-
screen keyboard taking up valuable screen real estate, giving you more space to view content.

5. Better Compatibility: Some older devices may have limited support for on-screen keyboards.
Using a physical keyboard can help to overcome these limitations and make the device more
accessible.

6. If you are using TalkBack or any other Screen reader, then Using the Physical keyboard you can
totaly control your device with the keys. If you want to learn about using the physical keyboard
with your phone with the screen readers, then you can check out this  Tutorial. 

Issues with Using a Physical Keyboard with Screen Readers:

1. Additional Hardware Required: Using a physical keyboard requires an additional piece of
hardware, which can be cumbersome to carry around.

2. Learning Curve: It may take some time to become accustomed to using a physical keyboard with
a screen reader, particularly if you are used to typing on a touchscreen keyboard.

3. Compatibility Issues: Not all physical keyboards are compatible with all devices, so it is important
to ensure that the keyboard you choose is compatible with your device.
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Process of Using an External Keyboard with a Smartphone:

1. Check Compatibility: Before purchasing a physical keyboard, check if it is compatible with your
device. Most physical keyboards connect to smartphones via Bluetooth or USB.

2. Connect the Keyboard: Once you have confirmed that the keyboard is compatible with your
device, connect it using the appropriate method (Bluetooth or USB). If it is a USB keyboard, then
in that case you have to purchase a OTG from the market, which you will get easily on any
mobile shop. You will get the OTG for both the types: Micro USB, or for the Type C port.

3. Configure the Keyboard: Configure the keyboard settings, if necessary, to ensure that it works
correctly with your Phone.

4. Start Typing: Start typing on the physical keyboard. You should find that it is faster and more
accurate than typing on a touchscreen keyboard.

Types of External Keyboards Available in the Market:

1. Standard QWERTY Keyboard: This is the most common type of physical keyboard available. It
resembles a regular computer keyboard and is suitable for most users.

2. Mini Keyboard: Mini keyboards are smaller than standard keyboards and are more portable. They
are suitable for users who need to carry their keyboard around with them.

3. Folding Keyboard: Folding keyboards can be folded up for easy transport. They are suitable for
users who need a keyboard that can fit in their pocket or bag.

Conclusion:

Using a physical keyboard with a screen reader can offer several benefits, including improved typing
speed and accuracy, better ergonomics, enhanced navigation, reduced screen clutter, and improved
compatibility with older devices. While there are some issues to consider, such as the need for
additional hardware and a learning curve, the benefits can make it a worthwhile investment for those
who rely on screen readers to use their smartphones. When choosing an external keyboard, consider
factors such as compatibility, portability, and comfort to ensure that you choose the right one for your
needs.

open tutorial for physical keyboard with screen reader. 
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